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Food for Thought 
by Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Former Moline, Illinois, grocery store owner Bob Vogelbaugh does his part to make sure no one in his 
community spends Thanksgiving alone.  Every November, with the help of more than 400 volunteers, Vogel-
baugh hosts a free Thanksgiving dinner that overflows the food court at SouthPark Mall, a tradition he started 
more than 40 years ago in his small grocery store. 

November is the month to celebrate Thanksgiving, the annual food fest that sometimes devolves into a 
food fight.  True thanksgiving seems to be a lost art these days.  On November 23 if the conversation around 
the turkey starts to get a little heated — “Why aren't you married yet?” “Who did you vote for?” “Who’s going 
to win the Super Bowl?” – grit your teeth and keep in mind:  The impulse to give thanks – in either a reli-
gious or secular setting — can be good for the body and soul.  Where does the tradition of giving thanks 
come from in the first place?  The answer is both religious and secular.  Almost every world religion requires 
its followers to give thanks to a divine being, often in prayer, song and deed.  The Book of Psalms is full of 
praises of thanksgiving.  The Talmud tells Jews to give thanks for their blessings 100 times a day; the Quran 
tells Muslims “God always rewards gratitude and He knows everything.”  Nonbelievers give thanks, too, as 
the growing number of secular thanksgiving “prayers” attest. Robert Emmons, a University of California psy-
chology professor and author of “Gratitude Works!” says gratitude is “profoundly basic” to the human condi-
tion.  “When we are grateful for something we consider its origins.  Where did it come from, who was re-
sponsible for it, why and for what purpose does it exist, what should I do about it?  These questions strike 
me as profoundly religious.” 

How did we go from the religious practice of giving thanks to a secular 
holiday of Thanksgiving?  The holiday has its roots in a celebratory meal 
between the Puritans and Native Americans in Plymouth, Mass., in 1621.  
The Puritans frequently held days of giving thanks – a somber kind of 
extra Sabbath, often with fasting, silence and prayers.  The local Wam-
panoags also routinely gave thanks for a plentiful harvest or other good 
fortune.  There were numerous “proclamations of thanksgiving” made by 
the Continental Congress, often with language recognizing a religious 
duty to give thanks.  Thanksgiving didn’t become a national holiday until 
1863, when, in the midst of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln 
declared that the U.S. would “observe the last Thursday of November 

next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.”  Some fact 
checkers say Lincoln was pressured to create Thanksgiving by one of the first women poets in the U.S., Sarah 
Josepha Hale, author of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” 

Here’s a fast checker we might consider:  The first recorded Thanksgiving took place in Virginia more 
than 11 years earlier than the celebrated feast of 1621, and it wasn't a feast.  The winter of 1610 at Jame-
stown had reduced a group of 409 settlers to 60.  The survivors prayed for help, without knowing when or 
how it might come.  When help arrived, in the form of a ship filled with food and supplies from England, a 
prayer meeting was held to give thanks to God. 

No matter what you think about the first thanksgiving, is one day a year enough to count our blessings?  
How often should we give thanks?  I say the more, the merrier.  Emmons’ multiple studies of gratitude show 
that people who pause to count their blessings daily report they are 25 percent happier than people who 
don’t.  He also found that thankful people exercised daily, reported fewer illnesses and had higher levels of 
energy and alertness.  Other scholars have studied the benefits of gratitude – there’s even a program on the 
“science of gratitude” at the University of California, Berkeley – and researchers find that giving thanks regu-
larly improves romantic relationships and can be a kind of natural anti-depressant.  So, giving thanks is good 
for my body.  But what about my soul?  That takes us back to the religious foundations of giving thanks. 
Bradley Malkovsky, a professor of comparative theology at the University of Notre Dame, says giving thanks 
is “spiritually good for us . . . a training in connectivity, of getting beyond the ego” to each other and to the 
divine.  “If we look closely at our lives, we see so much of what we have achieved is a gift,” both from other 
people and from God, he said.  “Gratitude is the recognition that we are not the center of the universe.” 
That’s food for thought!  

http://www.shopsouthparkmall-il.com/
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Meet Meghan Roth Clayton,  
Our New Associate Pastor 

 

Meghan Roth Clayton is a native of Richmond, Virginia.  She received a Bachelor 
of Arts in English and a minor in Religious Studies from The College of William and 
Mary.  There she also met her to-be-husband Josh at the college’s annual King and 
Queen Ball!  During college, Meghan reclaimed God’s call to ministry, which had been 
planted in her heart at an early age (thanks to the mentorship and friendship of the 
former campus minister Rev. David Hindman).  She had the delight of being part of 

first Calling 21 cohort and served at St. Luke’s UMC in Yorktown.   

Following college graduation, she went to Wesley Theological Seminary for a Master of Divinity degree.  
While in seminary, Meghan served in campus ministry at Shenandoah University (Winchester, VA) and The 
American University (DC).  After Meghan’s seminary graduation, Josh began graduate work in film at the Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design, and Meghan continued work in campus ministry at the nearby Armstrong 
Atlantic State University.   

Meghan soon returned to Virginia as a provisional elder and received her first appointment as an associ-
ate pastor at Messiah United Methodist Church on the Alexandria District.  Particularly focused in the area of 
pastoral care, Meghan served at Messiah for three years.  Meghan was ordained as an elder in full connection 
at the June 2015 Virginia Annual Conference in Roanoke.  Meghan has been serving Salem UMC in Mathews 
since October 2015.  Her heart for ministry is to help people connect more deeply to God and the world God 
so loves.  Meghan and Josh were married in Savannah in April 2013.  They welcomed their son James Eno in 
September 2016. 

Carrabba’s Champions Respite Fundraiser 
 

Advocates of Respite flocked to the Fellowship Hall on October 4 to enjoy a luncheon fundraiser catered 
by Carrabba’s Italian Grill.  With 229 tickets sold plus many donations by supporters who could not attend, 
proceeds are projected to surpass $4500!  Funds raised will support scholarships and expanded music and art 
opportunities for our engaging afternoon social program for seniors.  The community truly came together in 
support of Respite, which has served Williamsburg family care partners and their loved ones since 2001. 

Carrabba's freshly grilled Chicken Marsala was served to guests by Respite board members at absolutely 
no cost to Respite!  Carrabba's generosity in championing our event since 2010 is a testament of their com-
mitment to our local community, please thank them when you visit.   

Pumpkins, donated by Trader Joe's, decorated the festive fundraiser and became door prizes for 30 lucky 
guests. 

With gratitude, 
Carolyn Yowell, Respite Director 
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Spotlight on UMW Circle History 
Jean Craig Circle  

Bazaar News:  Bake Shoppe Items Needed 
Items are still needed for the UMW Bazaar Bake Shoppe.  These can include:  cakes, 

pies, cookies, brownies, muffins, breads, rolls, and candy (we can’t guarantee keeping re-
frigerated items).  Items can be brought to the church on Friday, November 3 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. or 
Saturday morning around 8:00 a.m.  Questions?  Contact Janet Henke (345-6362) 

In early 2017, a suggestion was made by a long-time member of the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women (WUMW) organization to capture a bit of information on the naming of each Women’s Circle.  From 
this idea, a project was born to gather and document some history about the various WUMW groups.  Each 
team was asked to delve into their past and fondly reminisce.  This article is the eighth in a series to capture 
and share some interesting and fun facts about the Women’s Circles of the church.  

Jean Frances Craig has been called the Mother Teresa of Virginia United Methodism.  She is one of Meth-
odism’s greatest missionaries.  For over 40 years, she was an advocate within Virginia for children’s issues as 
well as being a significant voice for Christ’s missions throughout the world.  Jean might have been small in 
stature, but she was an enormous, fiery advocate for Christ and she inspired thousands.  Countless numbers 
of UMW circles have been named in her honor; the Williamsburg United Methodist Church being one. 

Jean was born in 1903 to James Douglas Craig and Ruth Nunnally Craig.  She frequently said she was 
born in the shadow of the cross, as her home in Richmond, Virginia was literally next door to her beloved 
Centenary Methodist Church on East Grace Street, not far from the state capital building.  Jean studied to be 
an English teacher.  When she was 25, she felt compelled to become a missionary and serve in Asia.  Sup-
ported by the women of the Methodist churches of Virginia, Jean embarked on her life’s mission to “win the 
world for Christ in one generation.”  Jean sailed into Shanghai in September 1929 and served in China until 
1949.  When the turbulent politics of China forced her out of that country, Jean moved her missionary work 
to Korea, where she served for 5-1/2 more years.  Jean was prolific with her messages, and in her retire-
ment, no conference Christian Mission School failed to receive a note from her.  At the age of 86, she bought 
herself a computer so she could write even more extensively.   

Jean passed away on January 15, 1998 and is buried in the Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, VA.  Her 
tombstone is inscribed with her words:  “Missionary to China and Korea who dedicated her life to world-wide 
missions and her body for the benefit of others.”  There are extensive memorabilia of Miss Craig, including 
numerous cassette recordings, contained in the Virginia Conference United Methodist Church Archives, locat-
ed in Richmond. 

The Williamsburg Jean Craig Circle is one of the longest standing circles of the church.  The oldest record 
in the WUMW archives is an annual Women’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS) yearbook dated 1947, 
which listed 99 members and identified the Rev. Ben B. Bland as Pastor.  The Jean Craig Circle was one of 
five circles and was chaired by Mrs. Dan S. Jones.  Other circle officers were:  Mrs. E. D. Saunders, Vice-
Chairman; Mrs. J. A. Roberts, Secretary; Mrs. George Holmes, Treasurer; Mrs. J. M. Cormack, Devotional 
Chairman; and, Mrs. C. C. Casey, Program Chairman (women obviously didn’t have first names back in the 
1940s).  It was noted that on April 21, 1947, Miss Jean Craig herself visited the Williamsburg Methodist Epis-
copal Church and spoke with the WSCS membership on the topic of “One Hundred Years of Methodism in 
China.” 

The Jean Craig Circle originally met on the 1st Monday of the month at 3:00 p.m.  Today, the group meets 
at 1:30 pm on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Brookdale Senior Living Community Activities Center.  The 
circle currently has 16 members and is co-chaired by Gwen Hamrick and Linda Upshaw.  They support the 
Avalon Center, the Upper Room Prison Ministry, and the Wesley Community Service Center. 
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
November 2017 – UMW Circle Meetings 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE 
Tuesday, November 14 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church 

Den.  Jeanne Forrest will provide the program.   
 

CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE 
Tuesday, November 7 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  

The program will be given by Gene Bloomwell who 
will speak on Angels.   

 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
Monday, November 13 at 10:30 a.m. in the Church 
Den.  Denise Hinders will update us on the WUMC 
Library, present some book talks, and encourage 

use of the WUMC Library.   
 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE 
Tuesday, November 7 at 1:30 p.m. in the Brookdale 
Activities Room.  The program will be:  “What is the 
Good in Goodness?”  Another inspirational “Fruit of 

the Spirit lesson." 
 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE 
Monday, November 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
Den.  Gary Ripple will speak on the Kiwanis Club 

mission. 
 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE 
Tuesday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  

We will discuss the bazaar and plan for our  
Christmas Party. 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE 
Wednesday, November 1 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 
309.  The program will be given by Ruth Simpson 

on “Thanks Giving”. 
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE 
Tuesday, November 21 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Williamsburg Landing Main Building in the  

auditorium (on the kitchen side). 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Bazaar Set-Up 
November 2-3 

 
WUMW Bazaar 

November 4 from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

UMW York River District Training Day 
November 4 at 9:30 a.m. at Chestnut Memorial  

 
WUMW General Meeting  

& Installation Service 
November 12 at 2:00 p.m. 

 
WUMW Executive Board 

Meeting 
November 27 at 7:00 p.m.  

in Room 309 

UMW Book Club 
The United Methodist Women book club will 

meet on Monday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
home of Trish Kline (118 Ware Road).  We will read 
and discuss Outlive Your Life – You Were Made to 
Make a Difference, by Max Lucado.  This book is in 
the Spiritual Growth category of the UMW Reading 
Program.  All are welcome.   

For more information, contact Carol Brinkley 
(258-0617). 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Senior Pastor’s Midweek Bible Studies  
 

Leader:  Rev. Bill Jones 

Meet Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall & Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in Room 171 
 

When Did God Become a Christian? Knowing God Through the Old and New Testaments  

Three sessions beginning October 25/26 through November 8/9.  Many Christians speak of a sharp con-
trast between “the God of the Old Testament” and “the God of the New Testament,” between law and grace, 
as if the two are opposites.  It’s almost as if they see two gods.  We will explore that biblical problem. 
 

Advent Study:  Faithful:  Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph 

Four sessions beginning November 15/16 through December 13/14.  From his beginnings as a humble 
carpenter to his all-important role as the earthly father of Jesus Christ, Joseph’s place in the Nativity story is 
sometimes overlooked but contains valuable lessons for all of us.  His courageous actions were crucial to the 
birth of Christ and God’s salvation plan for humanity.  

Beginning at 5:30 p.m., and serving continuously until 6:30 p.m., enjoy a delicious dinner and good con-
versation with others.  Our meals are expertly prepared by a professional chef and yet inexpensive:  $6/adult, 
$3/child (ages 3-12) with a $20.00 family maximum.  After dinner, participate in our activities or simply enjoy 
the rest of your evening. 

Please make a reservation for dinner by completing a dinner form at Connection Corner, in 
the pew racks, or calling the church office.  Reservations are due into the church office by Tues-
day noon before the Wednesday dinner.  

Questions, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771).   

November 1 
 

Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread & Dessert 
 

Vegetarian Option 

 
November 15 

 

Cranberry Chicken, Whipped Potatoes,  
Vegetable, & Dessert 

 

Vegetarian Option 

WEDNESDAYS 

Menu for November 
** ReCharge will not meet on November 22 due to Thanksgiving. 

November 8 
 

Creamy Tomato Basil Soup, Grilled Cheese  
with Pesto, & Dessert 

 

 
November 29 

 

Chili (non-spicy), Corn Bread, & Dessert 
 

Vegetarian Chili Option 

After Dinner Activities 
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Messy Church in November 
Our next Messy Church is Tuesday, November 14 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Our theme is “Peace, Comfort and Thanksgiving” from John 14:15-17.  If you would welcome a 
family-friendly church experience, then Messy Church is for you!  Each month 
we experience a different theme, and we really do get messy and play silly 
games – even during our Celebration Time (worship)!  Our time concludes with 
a homemade meal that includes an especially delicious dessert.  Every Novem-
ber we enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving feast with turkey, mashed potatoes, and 
all the trimmings.  You and your family are always welcome to attend, and there 
is never a fee.  Just come as you are, and we hope to see you getting Messy! 

Walk With God is an opportunity to spend some quiet time with God in 
a natural setting.  Held the third Saturday of the month from 8:00 a.m. – 
9:30 a.m., Walk With God begins with a short devotional, followed by a qui-
et time to relax, pray, read, and meditate.  During this time you will have 
the opportunity to hike, bike, kayak, or just enjoy nature.  The day con-
cludes with a brief, final gathering where participants can share their 
thoughts and reflections.  Feel free to bring a Bible, book, water bottle, jour-
nal, or whatever you think might make this time most meaningful to you. 

The next Walk With God event is scheduled for Saturday, November 18, rain or shine, at Waller 
Mill Park (901 Airport Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185, 259-3778).  There is a $2 parking fee, so participants 
are encouraged to carpool.  (Boat rental extra.)  Gather at Shelter #1 just down the trail across the walking 
bridge.  Questions?  Contact Sandy van Leliveld (871-2012) or Barbara Monteith (812-0638). 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
 

The Silver Saints (50-plus) will meet on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 8 at 11:30 a.m. at the American Revolution Museum in York-
town. 

We will have lunch together in the Café prior to touring the mu-
seum.  We need to pre-order our lunch . . . so please let us know if you plan to attend by October 31 
and we will give you the lunch menu choices.  Lunch is $11 per person. Admission is free if you have a local 
ID.  All are welcome!  Contact Loretta & Art Heezen, (869-5749 or lorettaheezen@gmail.com). 

“THE VILLAGE” IN NOVEMBER! 

We invite you to join us on Sunday, November 19 for a new way to wor-
ship with your entire family!  Beginning at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall, come 
experience the uniqueness and unpredictability of The Village.  In November, 
we will remember to “give thanks” and then look ahead to the season of Ad-
vent.  We envision The Village as a place where people of all ages are able to 
worship together and connect with God.  Questions, talk with Cindy Banek, An-
thony Williams or Andy Glascott, (229-1771). 

mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
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Register Now for Our Annual 
Thanksgiving Morning Ministry 

Members of our congregation have gathered for so many 
Thanksgivings to prepare and deliver turkey dinners that we’ve 
lost count of exactly how many years!  But we know the years 
number about 20.  Each year more folks join in the fun of the 
morning, and it now involves much more than just cooking and 
delivering meals to folks in the community who might otherwise 
not have a turkey dinner on Thanksgiving Day.  This year we will 
prepare 375 meals, so we will need lots of help with cooking, 
packaging and delivering.  In our earlier years our dinner recipi-

ents were primarily shut-ins or elderly without local family.  But each year more and more of our meals are 
delivered to shelters or temporary housing for people who are in desperate need of help.   

So many people gather at our church on Thanksgiving morning that we also work on hands-on projects.  
Some of the activities for children are: 

 

Decorating Christmas stockings for a Methodist pre-school on the Eastern Shore 

Making toy bags for toddlers served by the local Erase the Need program for homeless children 

Creating Christmas ornaments for some of our older church members 

Adults activities include:  
 

Assemble hygiene kits for homeless people housed in winter shelters 

Put together birthing kits that are distributed around the world by the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief.   

 

And each year we add more activities to capitalize on the creativity and compassion of all those who 
show up ready to serve others.  

Here’s how you can help: 
 

Pick up an orange shopping list after the worship services on November 5 & 12 and 
bring back to the church your canned sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce, 
and a check to cover other expenses.  Make the check out to WUMC and write 
“Turkey Day” on the memo line.  Your money contribution will purchase turkey, rolls, 
pies and fruit, and help fund the hands-on activities planned for that morning.  All 
canned food and checks are due in the church by Sunday, November 19. 
 

Join us on Thanksgiving Day!  To ensure that everyone who com-
mits time to the morning has a meaningful experience, we ask 
that you register by Monday, November 13 with Lianne 
Koch in the Church Office, by phone (229-1771) or e-mail 
(lkoch@williamsburgumc.org).  We will need your name, phone 
number, the number of volunteers coming to help, and the ages of 
any children you are bringing.  You will receive a return call giving 
you a specific task and time to “report for duty.” 
 

Jesus commands us to “Feed my sheep.”  Please help us do as he asked. 
 

The Local Outreach Work Area 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Mark Your Calendar 

for 

Handel’s Messiah 
 

Friday, December 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 2 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Michelle Trovato, Soprano 

Phaedra McNorton, Mezzo-Soprano 

Ian Lane, Tenor 

Branch Fields, Bass 
 

Lou-Anne Smith, 
Conductor 

 

Tom Marshall, 
Harpsichord 

 

Professional  
Orchestra 

 

Community Chorus 

November 28 is Giving Tuesday, a global day of giving fueled by the power of social media and collabora-
tion.  Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving, Giving Tuesday kicks off the charitable season, 
when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving. 

Once again you can join United Methodists on November 28 to change lives by donating through the 
UMC Advance.  The theme this year is "Connect Your Passion with God's Mission."  One hundred percent of 
your gifts made online through The Advance goes to the missionary or mission project of your choice. 

Your support is important to any of the UMC missions found online at 
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/The-Advance 

WUMC Global Outreach Committee suggests the following as 7 missions with which WUMC has a cove-
nant relationship: 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Global Outreach Team 

Call for Fabric for School 

Bags for 2017-2018 
 

We are getting ready to make school 
bags for UMCOR school kits.  We would love 
donations of drapery weight fabric or other 
sturdy fabric.  (Upholstery fabric may be 
able to be used if it is not too heavy.)  If 
you are downsizing or redecorating, we 
could use the curtains or drapes or ends of 
bolts that you no longer need.  We are an-
ticipating sending over 300 finished school 
kits to Conference this next June.  Collec-
tion continues through the end of the year.  
Put your donated items in the marked bin in 
the closet near the Atrium. 

 

Thank you, 

Barb Hamson (259-9782) for the 
UMCOR Kit Committee 

• Hope Center of Latvia - #3020447 

• Cookson Hills Center, OK - #582161 

• Jeremiah Project - #3021220 

• Cambodia Street Children Ministry with 

Missionary Clara Biswas - #14921A 

• Russian Methodist Minister/Missionary Hyo Won 

Park - #3021822 

• Central Congo Wings of Caring with Missionary 

Pilot Jacques Umembudi - #08595A 

• Nancy Robinson - Southeast Jurisdiction, Global 

Missions of UMC - #3021816 

http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/The-Advance
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Wesley Heritage England  
Travel Opportunity 

 

Explore modern day London and historic John Wesley’s England on a first-
class educational tour with Rev Bill & Linda Jones and Rev Helen and Randy 
Casey-Rutland.  Under the umbrella of Educational Opportunities Tours 
(www.eo.travelwithus.com), Bill and Helen are leading an 8-day Wesley 

Heritage Tour May 8-16, 2018.  You’ll visit places that shaped John Wesley’s life and our United Methodist 
faith as well as other famous sites including Hyde Park, Trafalgar Square, and Westminster Abbey.  There is 
an optional post-tour extension to Ireland.  You don’t have to be a member of Williamsburg UMC to enjoy 
traveling with folks from this congregation and others who have an interest in visiting England and learning 
more about our Methodist Heritage.  Airfare from Richmond VA, first class hotel accommodations, deluxe 
guided motorcoaches, entrance fees, most meals, and much more are all included in the $3,496 per person 
price.  Pick up a brochure at the connection corner near the parking lot entrance, ask Bill or Helen, or go 
online (http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-56412#.WeLRxIWcGUk) for more infor-
mation.  This will be an enjoyable journey of faith.  We’d love to talk with you more about it.  

The Gift that Costs Nothing but Means Everything 
by Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland, Minister of Congregational Care 

I am A+. Blood type, that is.  The Red Cross 
likes my blood donations, but they covet even more 
the donations of my type O family members.  O is 
the universal donor blood type. 

Blood donation is an amazing thing.  It is volun-
tary.  Donors do not get paid.  Donors never know 
the beneficiaries of their gifts.  And yet every day 
thousands of people across the country donate 
blood.  And every day, hospitals save lives with that 
blood. 

The United Methodist Church encourages not 
only blood donation, but also organ and tissue do-
nation.  The Discipline calls such donations acts of 
self-giving agape love.  The UMC encourages con-
gregations each November to lift up organ and tis-
sue donation and to give thanks for the life-saving 
generosity of those who enable such gifts.  

Volunteering to be an organ or tissue donor is 
easy.  You can do it when you get your driver’s li-
cense.  Or you can fill out and register the forms 
online, with your doctor, with your lawyer, or at the 
hospital.  Filing the proper forms is important.  But 
the most important part of choosing to be an organ 

donor is making your wishes known to your loved 
ones.  

Have the conversation.  When you get to the 
place where your body no longer supports your life, 
what are your wishes?  If possible, do you want to 
give to others the gift of sight, or a lung, or a kid-
ney, or a heart?  Or do you want your whole body 
to be donated to science so that the cause of medi-
cine can be advanced?  In this season of thanksgiv-
ing, talk to those closest to you about your wishes.  
Let your doctor know as well.  And make sure you 
know the wishes of your loved ones.  

In the meantime, if you are eligible, consider 
signing up to donate blood.  An hour of your time, a 
quick finger prick and a single needle stick – that’s 
all it takes.  And they give you free snacks!  Drop in 
on a blood drive or contact the Red Cross (1-800-
RED-CROSS or www.redcross.org). 

No matter how 
hard you shop, you’ll 
never find a bargain 
this good.  Cost: $0.0.  
Benefit: the gift of life. 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-56412#.WeLRxIWcGUk
http://www.redcross.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 

away during the month of 
October: 

Alice Cottingham 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Endowment Notes 
Considering a gift to our church through 

a will, trust, or estate plan?  Be sure to use 
the correct legal name and address:  

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
500 Jamestown Road 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Thank You! 

BE IN PRAYER AS WE PLAN  
Our congregation has recently been introduced to the results of the Strategic Planning Task Force.  There 

are new ideas and plans for Williamsburg United Methodist Church.  These will be incorporated with and add-
ed to the programs we now have.  We must pray for the new and tried ideas to bring success to “making dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in historic Williamsburg and beyond by welcoming our neighbors, nurturing our faith, 
and transforming the world.” 

Let me remind everyone that without prayer and God’s guidance our plans to bring others to know Jesus 
Christ cannot succeed.  Our ultimate goal is to share Jesus Christ with all we meet as individuals and as a 
church family.  I encourage everyone to be in prayer regularly, to deepen your individual relationship with 
Jesus Christ so that you may know His love in your life and share His love with all you meet. 

Be in prayer: 

Almighty God, change is bittersweet.  Change challenges us to leave something behind 
and to embrace something new.  Grant us the grace on this day to do both with humility.  
Help us to affirm the good things of our past as we lean into a future where there will 
also be good things.  As we contemplate the changes that will come, remind us that 
all good things come from you.  Be present with us; work in us and through us we 
pray.  Amen. 

   (from "Devotions for Local Churches" by Discipleship Ministries of UMC) 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry,  
contact Cindy Banek (229–1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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It was W.E. Channing who said, “God be thanked for books!” and your 
library staff would add, and for the opportunity to share them with others.  
Thanks be to our church family, as well, for it is through your generous do-
nations for our library’s needed resources, careful budgeting of funds, and 
additional undesignated gifts, that we have been able to contribute funds to 
enhance the preschool library of the Agape Christian Children’s Community 
Center on Virginia’s Eastern Shore.  The Agape Center, a ministry of Virginia’s Annual Conference, provides a 
preschool for ages three and four, an after-school program for kindergarten through second grade and a 
summer program with age related activities for children three through eleven.  In this safe haven while their 
parents work, each child is treated as the special person he or she is and experiences agape, “God’s uncondi-
tional, welcoming love.”  The staff reports the children really enjoy being read to and “When you read to a 
child, when you put a book in a child’s hands you are bringing the child news of the infinitely varied nature of 
life.  You are an awakener.” (Paula Fox)  Thank you for joining with us in being awakeners and opening these 
children to the wonder and joy in reading. 

Thanks also to your interest and generosity, our children here enjoy the wonder and joy in reading from 
overflowing shelves of beautiful books.  Featured this month are all things to do with fall and Thanksgiving.  
Discover what’s in store IN NOVEMBER, the secret of THE MEMORY CUPBOARD and the fun activities in 
FALL.  Then give THANKS FOR THANKSGIVING, learn about SAYING GRACE, join THE SCARE-
CROW’S DANCE, and celebrate the season with one of several retellings of the first Thanksgiving, including 
the beautiful art in N.C. Wyeth’s PILGRIMS.  

  

“TV.  If kids are entertained by two letters, imagine the fun they’ll have with twenty-six.  Open your 
child’s imagination.  Open a book.” — Author Unknown 

Library News 


